The IRISH GARDEN
July 2005

20

ardens in which to lose oneelf ane few

and far between — it is then a mere

pleasure to wangder through the riverside
and woodland garden betind Eugene and Hazel
Wisenzn's hardwine store on the main street of
Dhermes in County Cork, This three-acre ganden,
locatecl abwmit cight miles southawest of Kntey,
Coe. Corks, Is delightiul in many respocts and vou
can incbeed lose vour serde of dinection and e
o winding pathways, where, at cacl tirm,
unexpecied vistas unfedd, These visias ire not
ilone cimectly in your line ol sight within
Cirraiy Abhadnn’, but they oo ot dnto the
surronmading hils amd valleys, giving one tle
Teeling that the gasden is boonadless,

This keen gaedening couple have planied masne
e i few thadodendeons against this wild
hiarkilee i, Bt theesa e just some of dlse neany
Plasis i o planting schemie that colains, as a
backloaw, beech, maple, oak and chustnut,
inchling o very bexitilul variegated form of the
Lust. Many dificrent kinds of sofms or mewntain osh
alus feature, along willy tee sweet gum or
liguidamaber, blazing widet Embothieiag coocinsm,
early-lowering vellow mimosa andd teee feens
alicksomia and cyatlea, “Our sodl is acidic, though
nob wiciously s, and all the cricaceous plab love it
ere,” savs Hazel. In additian, the lie of e Band
with s protective nelghbouring hills conspines to

orente a geitbe microeclimate where r|,'|.11:l.'|_'|f|.-
temaler plamts such oo scemted Pitospanm il
ferny fnliaged Metirthus enaor, whibe-felted
Bty apqiribosnns, rd botlebrush and cistus
thaive all year Snow s practically unheard of and
frost a raee visitor o fhis soulhern peninsuls
wasleid s penerausly by the Gl Strean.
Comstrained an ane side by the main sect and
adb the otlser By the Bst-dlosving Fouar Mike Biver,
e ganlen bs 2 gradual taming of the natarslistic
setfing It o whene diserect design shows
best acvantage the many plants thar tlurive in this
lanmalscape., As e Kind of Plant passes its s,
there's another fodake its place, “Thenes always
bt which ssems o encmach, ™ ways Eugenc as he
leads ine Lo where wosdlanders haad overtaken an
et sonan fo be planted with vet mone large-leavied
wuennern, rodgersia, and the yellow flag iris, bis
prekaroras, Tlese in burm will abevelop aloagsice a
son-lo-Des prlacedd skew bridge that will bring
visitors over thee rag) toeeent and Luad them
sabely aloagside the main riversice walk. =10ere,*
says Eugene, “will be aur new cametlia walk, for
wit have over thiny varieties within the garden
alrgzaly. ™ | can edieve him, for on my two-lsous
tonar, [ sew 0 biss Uhan foety kinds of clemanis
ranging frong the woandedul eveesgreen 'Early
Sensbon” with it prne white, bowl-sha ped
Mowers, bo gl deep Bilue nociding blosoms of
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‘Prances Jbvis' ansd om 1o Ville de Lyon®, which in
Tt saamee will boast o stseiag number of
wine-ned blooms that 1as) for weeks iE nel
months The whole garden was Muid with an
enelless sense of movement and colour,

Carrig Abhainn has, like many & good garden,
&5 o wnbgue gquirkiness. As you enter the
garden from the wedway and en slightly to e
e, vou aee Biced with a liesized salue ol
Aphrodite, Goddess of Tove, in all her semi-naked
Deanity. Absove her bead aee three domed lamps
which evem by night emphicsise hes fomm and
spleasdoue, She stansts, facing a thiny-foot
eaclosed wall ol depicting & costal Scene of
soma farolf land. The overhed protection and
sapendike ceeatlon to this musal 1s fronted by fous
Corlnthinm celuzns. In front of this is a pool fed
by & man-made diversion from the main ever,
resplendent with mextel hoer and other crafted

‘peart’ Teatures, This amae B oose unwsual and
umlikely o 1se encountered in any otber gazden
within the country. Like it or hie it it does ot
offemd, Elsewhere within the garden then: ane
rampant lions, African masks, negnifcest baists
o plllars phinths, fces cuved inlo tee inks,
nel eoelern witer featuces Hike *boy and girl
breneath umbrelln® and [apimese style bridges.
Thie effect prear this Lisl featiere is castiemmn, amd
austere in s simpliciy

e Concours d'Elegince al Caerig Abhalnn
EIER ] }ﬂlrl.'l.:r bie the rivesside walk and 5|:I{'1.'iit||:.-
created hand Iandscape areas, Eloee, Eugene has
imvested considerable fime, etfort and expens:e
to tarm i soenbeer of cocky outceops into the
st gorgeous of seating areas, where e
rushing water can be oheerved tumbling and
caseidling anly inehes from where you sit,
When 1 say the river tumbles and cueades 1

‘Eleawhere within the garden there ara rampant lions, African
masks, magnificent busts on pillared plinths, faces carved into
tree trunks, and modarn water features ke 'boy and girl
benaath umbrelia’ and Japanese shvle bridges.”




really mean it, for the rush of water over rock and
et |:lru,~{“i|ni|.'u iv !|:|.|!:.-' awsoane, During winter
and particularly during springtime, downpours
from thunderstorms can cause this fiver 10 rise
fous o fivee feet over the course of an hoar and
returm ta mormal with equal speed. Flashlooding
of the fver, says Hazel, ks a regular and
frightening ocourmence.

At least three of these waterside features ane
virtwal sun-traps, amd on my visit | spent mone
than a falr share of my time taking the sun and
witching :I:ippcrs working throrgh the foaming
terrent in thelr quest for the insect food they rely
oat, Fish too, especially sextmort and the odd
salmon, frequent these waters,

Al of the walks and pathways in Careig
Abhainn seem to cleverly converge on a oentml
Fawen arga, im the middle of which Engene has
constructed a nareow ciecular raised bed, in the

centre of which stands an old vilkage pump.
The plantings within the raised beds reflect the
glorics of every season, from the summery
incandeicenoe of |:!|'I'L'1]!|:u:n o el et
autummnal pastels of pink and mauve
Michaelrmas daisies. For spring, there's a solid
planting of daffocils and white azaleas, while
for carly summer there are cistus and
helianthemums in the kinds of shades one
associates witl fabric and furnishings mone
tham plants. it has a naturalness, and daring
appeal froan all angles but especially when
viewed from the living area of the dwelling or
inebeed, rom the patio, whee sitting out ad
climing Is 2 regular event,

Bedose making atbempls o leave, Hazel had
me pick any plant | fancled from her
greenhouse collection. Planning and
propagation ane keys in Hazel's diligent

At least three of these waterside features are virtual sun-traps,
and on my visit, | spent more than a fair share of my time
taking the sun and watching dippers working through the

foaming torrent in their quest for the insect food they rely on.”




.aprlru;u:']l 105 [u.'rlu.-iluti:lq\: the |..|||.i|;||.|c charm of
this garden. Greenhouse, cold frame and
sheltered anees ane wiexd to e 2 constant
supply of plants. The cthos which underpins
Hazel's attachiment 1o this garden could be
summed up in the phrase, ‘the gasden in oy life,
the lifie in my garlen”. Regun only eleven vears
agn as part of an entry in the fest West Cork
Garden Trail, the garden now enjoys many
vasibors. soane of lese conse & mumber of times
cach year to observe the changing seasons and to
see how they embellisl the plantings there,

Carrig Abhainn Is, above all, a garden around
witich to carmy a light, !nl|l-l||.]:l seat %0 as o be
able to repeatedly put it down o sit and
aprpreciabe every detail. IF you ane lucky enough 1o
be olfered tea and hot buttered scones on the
paved area near theskdtchen, yow'll be rather show
to rise again, for it Ie-:'|m1.it‘rli(' tov observe ancd
admire much from this vantage point. It may not
e thi largest or granded garden in Wist Cork
Lnst it is one that captivates, tweaks at your hear
and begs 1o be enfoved ., just Lt the latch and
walk knside. m

“Carrig Abhainin® is open Lo vaitors all wemmidr,
Open 1 March-30 Qenaber, Mon -5t 10UH-20.00.
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